
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 12 October 2017] 

 p4744c-4745a 
Mr Yaz Mubarakai; Ms Rita Saffioti 

 [1] 

METRONET 

502. Mr Y. MUBARAKAI to the Minister for Transport: 
I refer to comments made by the Leader of the Opposition, who today urged the government not to build Metronet 
and, in so doing, punish my community by scrapping the Thornlie–Cockburn train line. Will the government take 
that advice from the Liberal Party and scrap Metronet; and, if not, why not? 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI replied: 
I thank the member for Jandakot for that question and for his commitment to public transport in this state. The 
Liberal Party has shown yet again its complete disdain for public transport in Western Australia and its disrespect 
for the Western Australian community. Today the Liberal Party said that the government should abandon 
Metronet. It is acting in opposition as it acted in government—wrecking the finances and walking away from 
election commitments. That is what it did in government. 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the second time. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: It has learned nothing from the past. It wrecked the finances and it abandoned its election 
commitments—Ellenbrook rail line, MAX light rail. It walked away from its commitments and the public punished 
it for that. Now, in opposition, it is acting in the same way. It is wrecking the finances. Yesterday it showed that it 
was more keen on protecting goldmining millionaires than it is on delivering public transport in this state. That is 
what it is doing. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I call the member for Vasse to order for the first time. 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 

The SPEAKER: If you want to keep interjecting, member for Dawesville, you will be going home very early. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: It wants to destroy jobs in this state; it wants to destroy projects. Let it be on the record: 
it wants to destroy construction project jobs in this state. That is what it wants to do. It wants us to cut projects. It 
wants to kill jobs, just when the economy is starting to get on its feet again. At an industry body dinner last night, 
what was on the board for all the industry players to see? It was Metronet. It is creating enthusiasm and certainty, 
and the Liberal Party wants to destroy it. Just when we are out there, creating jobs, it wants to destroy them. 

Several members interjected. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: What is wrong with these guys? 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Yes, and there is a rabble on both sides of the chamber at the moment. I will start calling people 
to order.  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: When the Liberal Party was in government, it wrecked the state’s finances, increased 
unemployment — 

Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Bateman, you will have a chance to ask a question. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: When in government, the Liberal Party wrecked the state’s finances, increased unemployment 
and basically tore up its election commitments and it wants to do the same thing in opposition from the grave. We 
are working hard with the federal government and our new supporter of the Ellenbrook rail line, 
Hon Christian Porter. He is the first Liberal Party member to support the Ellenbrook rail line and he is 100 per cent 
behind it. 

Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Bateman, I call you to order for the first time. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The member for Bateman could have asked me during my five hours of estimates questions! 
As I recall, the opposition did not ask one question about Metronet in the five hours of questioning in estimates. 

Let me get back to the key point. We are working to secure funding. We will stand up for Metronet, stand up for 
WA jobs and stand up for economic growth in this state. 
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